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August 19, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Adminktmticm
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Commissioner Henney,

I am writing to support permanent mandatorv labeling of irradiated and genetically altered food
crops with a disclosure statement and the radura symbol.

I I believe labeling of irradiated foods and genetically altered fobd crops is essential to protect~
my right to make an tiormed choice about the fbod I buy. I object strongly to any proposal to
reduce the size of the disclosure statement and radura. I also object to moving the labeling to a
less conspicuous part of the food packaging or produce displays.

Cle unarnbi u labe” shul herear. ~ ous lmg o d auired for foods containirw irradiated amV allyor lzenetic
Ntered irmredients.

Changing the terminology tiom ‘treated by irradiation” or “treated with radiation” would be
misleading to consumers who have become fhmiliar with irradiation labeling since 1986. “Cold
pasteurization” is not an acceptable substitute for “treated by irradiation”!

Finally, I oppose any expiration date for labeling irradiated foods.

Itiormed consumers are essential to the functioning of our market economy. Permanent,
mandatory labeling of irradiated and genetically altered foods serves that god, anything less
would undermine it.
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